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Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year 
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FROM: THE REVD CANON DODIE MARSDEN, LITTLE BROOK HOUSE, ST MARY BOURNE, ANDOVER, HAMPSHIRE, SP11 6BL,  01264 738211 

 

Gervase Phinn, the wonderful Yorkshire English 
inspector tells the 
story of a nativity play 
he was invited to one 
year in a small rural 
school. As he sat in the 
front row the head 
teacher told him that 
the children had 
created their own 
play. The families of 
all the children were 

seated and ready, very excited... 
 

   Mary and Joseph made their way towards the inn 
and the little boy playing Joseph took centre stage 
without a trace of nerves beckoned Mary to hurry 
up.  She arrived on stage looking worried as she 
pulled behind her a large cardboard-polystyrene 
donkey.  ‘Come on, hurry up’ urged Joseph as he 
banged on the door.  With no answer he banged 
again.  Joseph began and shouted ‘Innkeeper, 
innkeeper, let us come in’.  Opening the door just 
enough to see his face the Innkeeper replied 
‘There’s no room’.  Joseph undeterred said, ‘We’ve 
been up hill and down dale and we’re fit to drop’.   
‘Can’t help that’, replied the Innkeeper, ‘there’s no 
room’.  
   ‘Look, I’ve got a wife out here on a donkey’, 
Joseph gestured to Mary standing motionless and 
staring at the audience. ‘Well she’d better get a 
move on and you can’t leave that donkey there, 
you’ll have to move it’.  ‘Then give us a room, she 
having a baby’.  ‘Well I can’t help that’ it’s nowt to 
do with me’.  And Joseph beginning to despair 
replied: ‘I know, it’s nowt to do with me neither’. 
 

   The play continued through to the end and the 
final magic moment with the little rosy faced angels 
with white cardboard wings, shepherds with tea-
towels over their heads and Kings dressed in old 
curtains and had paper crowns on their heads all 
gathered around Mary and Joseph to sing way in a 
Manger and in doing that brought a tear to every 
eye.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

* Published by Penguin 2005 - © G Phinn & C Mould, with thanks  

 
 
 
The book, ‘A Wayne in a Manger’ * has many other 
wonderful and very funny stories, including the play 
that has to be cancelled because, (and I quote), 
“T’Virgin Mary’s got nits!” 
 

But there is one, with the script made up as they go 
along, that goes like this: 
 

Joseph hearing the news of the imminent arrival of 
the baby, asks anxiously: ‘Are you sure about this?’ 
Mary replies: ‘Course I’m sure, an angel of the lord 
told me and her name was Gabrielle’. ‘I think I’m 
going to faint,’ Joseph sighed. I’m dead worried 
about this, it’s come as a big shock.’ ‘There’s 
nothing to worry about, silly. Gabrielle told me not 
be frightened.’ Joseph pauses and says; ‘I suppose 
we’ll have to get married then’ ‘I guess so’ replied 
Mary. ‘Are you sure you’re having a baby, Mary?’ 
Joseph persisted.  ‘Yes, I’ve told you and we’re 
gonna call him Jesus and He will be the best baby 
in the whole wide world and we will love Him very 
much and we will take care of Him.’ Joseph still not 
looking too happy about it all said ‘All right, then’.  
 
 
 
There are times when, as the children demonstrate 
in their adaptations of such a well-known story, 
things don’t go according to plan but somehow ‘it 
will be ok’. In many circumstances new life brings 
hope. This year, like no other, there have been 
inspirational stories of hope. But we also know 
there are worries ahead, and there is fear:  about 
the economy, how we will cope, who we will lose, 
what will happen, and even with a vaccine, will it 
work.  Will it ever be ‘normal’ again?  
 

December and January – Advent and Epiphany are 
seasons of preparation and hope – excitement and 
trust. And Christians do believe that “He is the best 
baby in the whole wide world and we will love 
Him very much and we will take care of Him”.  
 

What more is there to say but to hope that every 
person in our benefice will have a Happy Christmas: 
that along with family, friends and neighbours, near 
or far, whether we are alone or together, in this 
festival season we will find and offer good cheer, 
we will know generosity of spirit and be able to 
show kindness.  
     Dodie 



St Andrew, Hurstbourne Priors; St Nicholas, Longparish; St Peter, St Mary Bourne; St James, Woodcott. 

 
Services and Registers December 2020 & January 2021 

Services in the Parish Churches - subject to government regulations 
            

           December 2020 & January 2021 
All Zoom details are available from the Church wardens or Dodie Marsden.  
 

6th December - 2nd Sunday of Advent  
  11.00 am Benefice Zoom Service 
 

13th December - 3rd Sunday of Advent  
Hurstbourne Priors   9.30 am  Holy Communion 
Longparish  11.00 am  Holy Communion 
St Mary Bourne 11.00 am  Holy Communion 
Woodcott    9.30 am  Mattins  
 

20th December - 4th Sunday of Advent 
Hurstbourne Priors 11.00 am  Carols and Nativity Readings in Church 
Longparish   6.00 pm  Carols and Nativity Readings in Church 
St Mary Bourne   6.00 pm  Carols and Nativity Readings in Church 
Woodcott                 4.00 pm  Carols and Nativity Readings in Church 
 

Wednesday 23rd December 
Hurstbourne Priors   4.00 pm  Carols and Nativity Readings in Church 
St Mary Bourne   6.00 pm  Carols and Nativity Readings in Church 
 

Thursday 24th - Christmas Eve  
Longparish  11.00 pm Midnight Mass 
St Mary Bourne   5.00 pm  Carols and Nativity Readings on the Rec (if allowed)  
St Mary Bourne 11.00 pm Midnight Mass 
 

Friday 25th - Christmas Day   
Hurstbourne Priors   9.30 am  Christmas Communion  
Longparish 11.00 am  Christmas Communion 
St Mary Bourne 11.00 am  Christmas Communion 
Woodcott                 9.30 am  Christmas Communion  
  11.00 am Christmas Benefice Zoom Service 
 

27th December - 1st of Christmas 

  11.00 am Benefice Zoom End of Year service  
 

 

3rd January 2021 - Epiphany  
Hurstbourne Priors 11.00 am  Morning Praise 
Longparish    9.30 am  Holy Communion 
St Mary Bourne 11.00 am  Holy Communion 
Woodcott  No service   
All Hallows    6.00 pm  Benefice Evensong, Whitchurch 
  11.00 am Live Zoom from St James, Litchfield 
 

10th January - Baptism of Christ 
Hurstbourne Priors   9.30 am  Holy Communion 
Longparish    8.00 am  BCP Holy Communion 
St Mary Bourne   9.30 am  Morning Prayer 
    6.00 pm  Benefice Evensong, St Peter’s 
Woodcott    9.30 am  Mattins 
  11.00 am Benefice Zoom service 
 

17th January - Epiphany 2  
Hurstbourne Priors   6.00 pm  Evensong 
Longparish 11.00 am  Morning Prayer 
St Mary Bourne 11.00 am  Holy Communion 
Woodcott  No service  
  11.00 am Live Zoom from St Peter’s, St Mary Bourne 
 

24th January - Epiphany 3  
Hurstbourne Priors   8.00 am  BCP Holy Communion 
Longparish    9.30 am  Morning Prayer 
St Mary Bourne   8.00 am  BCP am Holy Communion 
Woodcott    9.30 am  BCP Holy Communion 
All Hallows    6.00 pm  Benefice Evensong, Whitchurch 
  11.00 am Live Zoom from All Hallows, Whitchurch 
 

31st January - Presentation of Christ 
Hurstbourne Priors No service 
Longparish   8.00 am  BCP Holy Communion 
St Mary Bourne   6.00 pm  Evensong 
Woodcott  No service 
  11.00 am Benefice Zoom service 

Benefice Contacts during 
the interregnum period: 

 

For all enquiries about Baptisms, 
Weddings, Funerals in any of the 
parish churches, please contact 

Karen in the Benefice Office 
 01264 738 308 or email: 

office.brightwaters@btinternet.com 
 

If you wish to contact the 
Revd Canon Dodie Marsden, please 

call  01264 738 211 or 
email: dodie.marsden@gmail.com 

 

If you are unable to contact Dodie, in 
an emergency, please call  01264 

720 215 or  01264 738 489 
 

● For details of Roman Catholic Services in 
Whitchurch or Andover   01264 352829 
 

● Methodist Minister for our parishes: The 
Revd Rachel Borgars, 11 Lapwing Rise, 
Whitchurch, RG28 7SU   01256 895878 or 
email: rachel.borgars@methodist.org.uk  
 

 

From the Church Registers  
 

Weddings 
 “Marriage is a gift of God in creation …” 
 

Wednesday 4th November - Woodcott 
Sarah Pritchard and Simon Kearney - St James 
 

 

Burials of Ashes 
"Into God's loving care we commit you ..." 
 

Saturday 7th November - St Mary Bourne 
Elizabeth Pakenham - St Peter’s Churchyard 
 

Tuesday 10th November - St Mary Bourne 
Ruth Hiscock - St Peter’s Churchyard 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

Bright Waters Benefice and 
Benefice of Whitchurch with Litchfield and Tufton 

Advent Reflection and 
Evening prayer 

Christina Theobald, the Reader (Licensed lay 
Minister) with the ministry team for the Bright 

Waters Benefice is running four short 
Reflection and Evening prayer sessions on 

Zoom commencing Wednesday 25th 
November. The sessions will commence at 

18.30 and last about 30 minutes. 
You are invited to join the sessions by 

accessing Zoom using the St Mary Bourne 
log in. Contact via email 

Theobald212002@yahoo.co.uk , or  01264 
738 408 if you do not already have the 

necessary log in information. 

 

mailto:office.brightwaters@btinternet.com
mailto:dodie.marsden@gmail.com
mailto:rachel.borgars@methodist.org.uk
mailto:Theobald212002@yahoo.co.uk


Frenches	Farm	livery 	
 

●   Beautiful livery on working farm  

●   Spaces available for DIY, competition, full and part livery  

●   Access to all facilities including indoor and outdoor  

arena, lunge pen and  jumping �ield  ●   Stunning off road 

 farm hacking routes and local bridal ways  ●
   summer and winter paddocks for daily turn out  

Frenches Farm Livery  

Facebook: Frenches Farm Livery  

Website: www.frenchesfarmlivery -andover.co.uk  

Email: anna.frenchesfarm@gmail.com   

Find us in Little	London,	Andover,	SP11 	6JG  

Please email for more information  
 

Well - kept

 www.oaktrack.co.uk
 Grass fed meat ∙ Free range 

eggs
 

-
 

Seasonal fruit, veg & cut 
flowers ∙ Handmade preserves

Cottage garden plants
 

 Open every Wednesday
 

to
 Saturday

 
-

 
9.30am to

 
2pm

 
 07933 764305 

 littlehatherdenplants@hotmail.co.uk

Tina Wells, Charlton Down, 
Andover, Hants. SP11 0JA

 
HEATSOURCE  

BOILERS LTD  
All makes of oil and gas boiler  

servicing, repair and replacement.
07952 671669  / 01962 761339                                
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WEATHER – OCTOBER 2020

Total rainfall for month 239mm 9.40in

It rained on 24 days

Rainfall same month last 
year

158mm 6.22in

Total for 2020 990mm 39.00in

Total for 2019 835mm 32.87in

Max temp (on 20th) 19C 66F

Min temp (on 17th) 3C 38F

October 3rd had the wettest UK daily rainfall since 
records began in 1891!
The average area had 31.7mm, we had 45mm.
Our wettest day ever was in 2018 when we had 48mm of 
rain. 
The 239mm total for the month was greater than 
Southampton’s 227mm.
The Oxford Met managed  27 wet days of measurable 
rain - we only had 24!

John Smail

WORD OF THE MONTH

When we have SCURRYFUNGED our homes we can 
concentrate on the seasonal ABLIGURITION 
accompanied by EUPEPSIA.

You will remember scurryfunge of course, from 
December last year. Abligurition is a borrow from the 
Latin abligurire meaning to squander (money) on 
dainties with an added serving of gluttony. Eupepsia is 
good digestion. 

Barbara Carrodus

SAFARI SUPPER – 2021

SAVE THE DATE!
Saturday 6th March 2020

HURSTBOURNE PRIORS SAFARI
SUPPER

An opportunity to meet and chat with others on
Safari over drinks and a meal

If you would like to participate or receive more
information, please contact the Safari Supper Team

at: SafariSupperHBP@outlook.com

CELEBRATE BURNS’ NIGHT

We invite you to a Take Away
Burns Supper on 

Saturday 23 January at 7pm.

Collect your meal from the
Village Hall and then join us on
Zoom for a traditional celebration
with speeches and music.

Tickets are £12.50 each available
from fenella.williams@btopenworld.com 

All proceeds will be donated to St Andrew’s Church.

HURSTBOURNE PRIORS CHRISTMAS 
PRESERVES

Thank you to everyone who 
has already bought their 
Christmas preserves. Your 
support has been incredible. 
Stocks are diminishing fast 
so if you don’t want to be 
disappointed please put your
order in as soon as possible.

Marmalade
Ginger Marmalade
Christmas Cranberry Marmalade
Orange and Apple Marmalade with Calvados

Chutney
Fierce Bengal Chutney
Tangy Tomato Chutney
Sweet Pear and Apple Chutney
Exotic Courgette and Carrot Relish
Spicy Courgette Relish
Festive Pear and Apple Chutney
Damson Chutney

Jams
Apple Ginger Preserve
Pear and Ginger Jam
Damson Jam (with fruit stones)
Spiced Damson Jam (with fruit stones)
Spiced Pear and Walnut Jam
Pear and Ginger Preserve
Pear and Lavender Jam
Gooseberry and Lavender Jam
Blackberry and Apple Jam

As well as replenishing your own larder, these will make 
ideal Christmas gifts and stocking fillers. All funds raised
will go towards our Village amenities.

Jars are priced at £3.50 and if supplied with a Christmas 
label will be £3.75.

To make your purchases, please email Josephine 
Hutchinson at josephine.hutchinson@btinternet.com

Josephine Hutchinson and Denise Bradley
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CHRISTMAS TREES

Christmas Trees for Sale with 
Free Delivery in aid of Project 
Trust

A limited stock of Nordmann 
Fir Christmas trees, either 5-6ft 
(£26) or 6-7ft (£32) are 
available for FREE 
DELIVERY to your home in 
Whitchurch and surrounding 
areas on Saturday 12th 

December 2020. Non-contact deliveries available.  
Please book early to avoid disappointment. For more 
information, or to order your tree, please email 
whitchurchchristmastrees@yahoo.com  or call 07957 
944 677 if you don’t have access to email.  

Project Trust is a registered education charity 
(SC025668) which supports 150 projects in countries 
worldwide.  Project Trust empowers young people to be 
confident, effective, creative, independent and resilient.  
Local teenager, Emma Davies, will be volunteering for 
them in China for 12 months from August 2021.  

CHRISTMAS REFUSE AND RECYCLING 

These are the revised schedules (weather and Covid 
permitting) for the rubbish and recyclable waste 
collections over the Christmas period.  Basingstoke and 
Deane anticipate that normal collections will resume 
week commencing 11th January.

Please remember that gift wrap and tags cannot be 
recycled and should be put into the black bin with normal
household waste.  If your glass box is full please take 
excess bottles to a recycling site or keep until the next 
collection day.  The recycling team will not take bottles 
in bags or other boxes.

Friday 18th December 
HBP - Black bins, bottle boxes and green bins
Tufton – Black bins only

Friday 25th collection now Monday 28th December
HBP - Black bins only
Tufton – Black bins, bottle boxes and green bins

Friday 1st collection now Monday 4th January
HBP - Black bins, bottle boxes and green bins
Tufton – Black bins only

Friday 8th collection now Saturday 9th January
HBP - Black bins only
Tufton – Black bins, bottle boxes and green bins

Friday 15th January back to normal 

Once again this year those with garden waste collections 
can leave their real trees out for collection (please make 
sure you have removed all decorations and cut it in half if
it’s over 6 foot).  Otherwise please take your tree to the 
Winchester Road Car Park in Whitchurch between the 
2nd and 31st January for recycling.  The Waste and 
Recycling Centre in Andover can take them during 
normal opening hours – 0900-1600 except for Christmas 
and Boxing Day and New Years Day.  To check details 
visit www.basingstoke.gov.uk/christmas-tree 

With best wishes for a Merry Christmas and Happy
New Year

Hurstbourne Priors Parish Council

PARISH COUNCIL MEETINGS - 2021

Your Parish Council normally meets every other month 
on the final Wednesday at 7.30 in the Village Hall. Due 
to the Covid-19 restrictions Parish Council meetings 
have been disrupted and have been taking part via Zoom.
It is hoped that meetings will return to being held ‘live’ 
in 2021.  Please check the parish website for updates.

All Parishioners are very welcome to attend, and they do 
not need to give any notice that they wish to come.  
However, if there is a particular item which you would 
like to discuss and which you feel it would be beneficial 
for the Councillors to look into prior to the meeting, 
please contact either the Parish Clerk, Richard Waterman,
on richard.waterman150@btinternet.com or Clare Read, 
Chairman, on clareread@aol.com or 07711 917375.

Wednesday 27th January
Wednesday 24th March
Wednesday 26th May
Wednesday 28th July
Wednesday 29th September
Wednesday 24th November

Minutes from previous meetings are available to view on 
the Parish Website.

Richard Waterman
Clerk

PARISH COUNCIL FAREWELL AND 
WELCOME

We are very sorry that Jeff Broomfield has left the Parish 
Council as he has moved away from our Parish.  He has 
been a wonderful Councillor representing Tufton for 
many years and we shall miss him.  We wish him and Liz
much happiness in their new home and thank him very 
much for all the time that he has given.

I am delighted to announce that Tony Lubman has very 
kindly stepped in to take on the role of Tufton Councillor
with immediate effect.  Anyone wishing to contact him 
can do so via tony.lubman@hotmail.com or on 07710 
648615.  I look forward to formally welcoming him to 
the Parish Council at our next ‘live’ meeting and thank 
him for agreeing to join us.

Clare Read
Chairman, HBPC
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WHITCHURCH SILK MILL

Post-November Lockdown Re-opening
Following Government guidelines, the Mill will be 
closed at least between 5 November and 2 December. We
will re-open as soon as we can, but until then we’ll be 
turning again to digital means to keep in touch with 
regular visitors and volunteers, and to fundraise to 
compensate for the loss of so much revenue in 2020, and 
we’ll be selling our wares via our online shop. We’ve 
stock suitable for Christmas presents, including silk-
covered notebooks, sweet-smelling soaps and silk devoré
scarves with a pattern inspired by the Mill and the River 
Test.

Become a Friend of the Mill
We couldn’t do without our Mill Friends, whose 
membership subscriptions are a financial boost to us, but 
who also support us in so many ways and who enjoy 
benefits such as free entry to the Mill and social events 
(when allowed). If you’d like to become a Friend or give 
a Friend subscription as a Christmas present, please 
contact us or visit our website. Individual, joint or family
memberships are available.

Virtual Tours
We’re offering Mill Tours via Zoom The tour starts with 
a talk about the history of the Mill, then proceeds with a 
guided tour of the winding and warping machines and the
looms, with a close-up look at what’s being woven and 
also examples of silk from our archives. 

Regular Events
Our regular events including Mini Millers, Young Millers
and Pins & Needles will resume as soon as we’re able. 

Volunteer & Friends Coffee Afternoon
For the time being these get togethers are being held via 
Zoom on publicised dates.

Forthcoming Events
Please keep an eye on our website for news on all our 
events. We’ll give updates when we can. 

Contact: info@whitchurchsilkmill.org.uk  – 01256 
892065 – www.whitchurchsilkmill.org.uk 

ANDOVER FOOD BANK

Thank you all so much for your continuing support. With
Christmas rapidly approaching, we have been busy 
sorting out gift boxes and delivering to agencies. So far 
over 1000 requests have been received and we are very 
grateful for all your donations.

This year the need for our festive hampers is greater than 
ever. Our 12 days to Christmas scheme is already up and 
running (our apologies in not getting this out to you but 
we had a busy couple of weeks and some things just 
slipped) but the information for this is on our website 
www.andoverfoodbank.org.uk if you wanted to catch up.

We are collecting the following items for hampers, if you
would like to donate any of these. They can be dropped 
at the foodbank or in the supermarket collection points. If
you cannot get out to shop you can always make a 
donation online via our website, and just leave a message
saying that it is for hampers. The deadline for Christmas 
food is 30th November. Thank you.

• Christmas pudding
• Custard
• Mince pies (BBE 26th December)
• Gravy granules
• Bread sauce
• Stuffing mix
• Marshmallows
• Hot Chocolate
• Pickle/chutney
• Cheese biscuits
• Crisps / nuts (savoury snacks)
• Chocolates
• Selection packs
• Christmas biscuits

Andover Foodbank
Tel: 01264 362111 www.andover.foodbank.org.uk

A PIECE OF LOCAL HISTORY

The Trials of William 
Easton, vicar of 
Hurstbourne Priors (and the
chapelry of St Mary 
Bourne) 1817-34, are 
available from Mandy 
Briant-Evans 
(01264 738489 or  
a.briantevans@gmail.com) 
for £5, all the proceeds 

from these sales are going to support St Andrew’s. It 
gives some insight into life in this parish during a 
turbulent period, with one of the earliest known 
photographs of St Andrew’s church. 

Martin Coppen (vicar of St Mary Bourne 1988-2013 and
Hurstbourne Priors 2000-2013)
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Pest Problems? Call the experts!

TEST VALLEY PEST CONTROL

RATS. MICE. SQUIRRELS. MOLES. RABBITS. BIRDS.

CLUSTER FLIES. FLEAS. 

BED BUGS. ANTS. WASPS.

CLOTHES MOTHS, ETC...

Office: 01256 771632

Mobile: 07718986858

All aspects of pest control undertaken

Blackwell &

Moody

A full range of memorials on 
display. Available in granite, 

marble, stone and slate.
Existing memorials restored

and cleaned. A personal 
individual service.

Magdalen Masonry Works,
Alresford Road,

Winchester, Hants
SO21 1HE

Tel: 01962 852 476

Architectural design services
Planning Consultants

Planning applications for new houses and extentions
Applications for Listed Building Consent

Building Regulations submissions

Telephone: 01256 892748

www.yorkassociates.org

E-mail: yorkassociates@btconnect.com

Andrew Steeden MRICS,
Chartered Building Surveyor

4 Test Road, Whitchurch, Hampshire, RG28 7LP

York Associates

Dave Taylor Auto Repairs

Green Lane, Stoke.

All work undertaken including 
Bodywork    Paintwork

Servicing    M.O.T. prep work
Welding and repairs to M.O.T. 

standard

All makes, models, light 
commercials 

  Tel: Workshop:  01264 736279
               Home:  01264 323571
              Mobile:  07792 473174    

satellite & aerial

Satellite & Aerial:

- TV Aerial Installations and Repairs

- Sky Satellite Installations

- Freeview & FreeSat

- FM & DAB Radio Installations

- Extra TV, Satellite & Telephone points

- Commercial (IRS, CCTV)

- European & Motorised

For a friendly and professional service please call 01264 324 224,

email info@onedegreewest.tv or visit onedegreewest.tv

Sound & Vision:

- Home Entertainment Systems

- Home Cinema

- Multi Room Audio Visual Installations

- LED, LCD, Plasma TV’s & Projectors

- Home Automation Systems

- Lighting Control

- Commercial
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ULTRAFAST BROADBAND COMES TO NORTH HURSTBOURNE PRIORS

Despite Whitchurch winning the Openreach ”Race to Infinity” 10 years ago, there were still some groups of houses 
(around Chapmansford, New Barn Farm and Cressington) which had not benefitted from fibre upgrades in Hurstbourne 
Priors and St Mary Bourne. Many of these households either had almost unworkable broadband or were paying premium 
prices for unreliable satellite broadband. A group of us therefore decided to organise an Openreach Community Fibre 
Partnership.

We were given a quote for over £40,000 to install a new ultra-fast Fibre To The Premises (FTTP) network for 26 houses. 
We arranged for each household to apply to the Department of Culture Media & Sport for a Gigabit voucher, which is 
designed to help rural communities where Openreach cannot commercially justify the expense of upgrading the network. 
The value of vouchers available is much larger for a business compared to a residential application, and it was fortunate 
that there were 11 businesses within our small community.  

We were confident that these Gigabit vouchers would largely fund the project, but the exercise was not without risk 
because validation of each voucher is dependent on each household subscribing to a qualifying broadband service once the 
network is built. Therefore, any household deciding, for whatever reason, not to subscribe would leave an unexpected and 
significant shortfall at the end of the project. Each household therefore agreed to enter into a deposit-style legal agreement 
with the (not-for-profit) organising company which could be used to cover any shortfall. The total amount of deposits 
secured was approximately £20,000, which gave us the confidence to sign the contract with Openreach in April 2019.

There were some frustrating delays, mainly because the necessary road closures could not take place while the tankering 
opposite Vitacress was still in operation. It was disappointing not to have the network built in time for the first lockdown 
but eventually, in June, the Openreach field team turned up en masse. They could not have been more helpful, positive and 
determined to provide the best possible network for us.

We now have access to internet speeds that are amongst the fastest in the country. The network is connected directly to the 
main fibre node coming out of Andover, thus avoiding any complications from passing through exchanges or cabinets. 
With some further helpful juggling by Openreach and a modest but most helpful donation from the Vitacress Charitable 
Fund, for which all 26 households are immensely grateful, the project was 100% funded - so we were able to refund 
everyone’s deposits in full. The only cost to each household is that we all had to subscribe for at least 100 Mbps for at least 
one year (although some enthusiasts have gone for the full 900 Mbps option!). There are a few other groups of nearby 
houses which, for various reasons, could not initially be included in the project but we are hoping to help them get 
connected up soon.

Charles Ekins, Nicky Floyd, Mark Briant-Evans, Steve Bolam and Kav Patel
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

TRICK OR TREAT!

Parents in Hurstbourne Priors organised a Covid-safe Trick or Treat 
for Halloween. Friends and neighbours were contacted beforehand to 
ask if they wished to take part and on the day, they bravely opened 
their doors to family groups of skeletons, ghosts and witches (not to 
mention T-Rex and a shark!). The visitors were offered individually 
wrapped treats and a good time was had by all!



M.J.  SLY

MONUMENTAL SCULPTOR

Andover Memorial Studio

6 Swan Court,

Andover, Hampshire.

SP10 1EZ
Open by appointment only

QUALITY MEMORIALS AT
WORKSHOP PRICES   

FREE BROCHURE

Choose a NAMM  Member
www.mjsly.co.uk

email:martin@mjsly.co.uk

Telephone 01672 516797
Pelham Court, Malborough

To Advertise in this Magazine contact:  Mr Michael Widén 01264 738250

ALAN ROGERS
PROPERTY MAINTENANCE

01264 772615    07825 005923

30 + Years’ Experience
Friendly local service

    Garage Conversions

    Chimney Lining

    Plastering & Coving

    UPVC Facia soffits & Guttering

    Double Glazing

    Kitchen & Bathroom Fitting

   All Painting & Decorating

    Fencing & Paving

    Carpentry
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Projects for Women in 
Mityana – this time it’s 
goats! 
   In the last two years we have 
set up community projects that 
can enable women to raise a small 

income.  The latest project is about goat rearing.  And it 
works like this: 
   The priest has the Billy Goat and 9 families receive a 
nanny goat.  During the course of the first three years the 
old billy is replaced, and each family has to give one kid 
back to the project leaders who then give it to another 
family and then they have to do the same.  So far seven 
kids have been born at Kibubula, and we are about to set 
up a similar project somewhere else. 
   If you would like to collect your 1p, 2p and 5p pieces to 
help us I can provide a collecting box. Every little bit 
helps.      Dodie 
 

 
 

STOKE VILLAGE FUND  
 

   It’s not easy having your freedom curtailed. Although 

those of us living in Stoke and Binley are incredibly lucky 
compared to those trapped in high rise flats or city 

dwellings, people can still be finding life difficult. Even in 

such beautiful surrounding and with, in most cases, great 
neighbours, some of us might need help. 

   So, if you live in Stoke or Binley and you are finding 
life a struggle during these present difficult times, don’t 

forget that Stoke Village Fund has a team of volunteers 
who are willing to help anybody who needs a little bit of 

assistance. 

   Whether it is shopping, collecting shopping or even 
just a telephone chat to keep your spirits up, please do 

get in touch with Tanya Mew, Chair and Volunteer Co-
ordinator, and she will do her best to meet your needs, 

within of course, the government directives and bearing 

in mind the safety for all concerned. So please 
ring Tanya on 07388 486861 or 

email tanyammew@yahoo.co.uk - all messages will 
be dealt with the utmost confidentiality.  

   Stoke Village Fund will do all it can to help those in 

Stoke or Binley who are the most vulnerable, or who feel 
isolated, to get through this present crisis, and we trust 

that we will all come through this safely together, by  
helping each other where needed. We look forward to a 

big party when this is all over! 
Stoke Village Fund Committee 
 

 

   The SMB Community Hub has 
been set up as a platform where 

people can come together virtually, 

if not physically, and lend each 
other a hand.  To connect those 

who are in need of help with those 
who can provide it. 

 

   The Hub works in connection with Basingstoke & 

Deane Borough Council and will also act as a central 
location between St Mary Bourne Shop, Village Centre 

and Parish Council to distribute news, information and 

‘good news’ updates, especially as all this unpredictability 
continues. We will also link with other local parish hubs 

(Longparish, Hurstbourne Priors and Hurstbourne 
Tarrant) to make sure we keep track of other activities 

within the local area. 

   Whether you are young or old, isolating alone or with 

your family, ill or frail or simply in need of someone to 

pick up the occasional loaf of bread, we have a number 
of volunteers who can assist with shopping, or if you 

need someone to collect a prescription, or even if you 
just want to have a natter with someone on the phone or 

over a garden fence, please let us know. 

   Please contact and register with the hub via 
Facebook www.facebook.com/SMBParishHub or email 

stmarybourne.hub@gmail.com or  01264 738 211 or 
see  www.stmarybourne.org . 
 
 

Flower Show & Fête 
Donations 2020 

 

   Although the show was only able to take place virtually 

this year and no new funds were raised, the Horticultural 

Society Committee was pleased to be able to distribute a 
one off total of £2,400 to local causes from their 

emergency reserve funds. They very much hope to run 
the event as normal in 2021. 
 

Andover YoungCarers   £300 

The Countess of Brecknock Hospice £100 
St Mary Bourne Bowling Club  £50 

St Mary Bourne Cricket Club  £50 

St Mary Bourne Football Club  £50 
St Mary Bourne Parent & Toddler Group £100 

St Mary Bourne Primary School  £500 
St Mary Bourne United Charities Trust  £200 

St Mary Bourne Village Shop  £500 

St Peter's Church   £200 
Sustainable Bourne Valley  £200 

Welcome to the Community  £100 
Women's Fellowship   £50 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

mailto:tanyammew@yahoo.co.uk
http://www.facebook.com/SMBParishHub
mailto:stmarybourne.hub@gmail.com
http://www.stmarybourne.org/


Bourne Rose Beauty
Sky Cousins

We offer a professional, fully qualified and
dedicated client service in a full range of beauty 

treatments.
   Nails  Waxing     Lashes & Brows      Facials

Fake Bake Spray Tanning    Fake Bake Body Polish

Call us to see what we can offer you

07786931639

   

Elegant English Interiors

Interior Design

Curtains & Blinds

Upholstery

Fine Fabrics & Wallpaper

Tel: 07795 247 142

Info@Gold&Grey.UK

Hurstbourne Tarrent

Sp11 0AS

WWW.GoldAndGrey.UK

For more details 
contact us by 
telephoning 

01256 895216 or 

visi�ng our 
showroom at 

No7 London Street
 

Whitchurch, 
Hampshire

 

RG28 7LH
 

 

  

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Check out our website
 

www.ryandickinsonplumbing.co.uk
 

Showroom Open 
 

Mon –
 

Fri: 9am –
 

5pm 
 

Monthly Boiler Service Contracts  

 Have a happy boiler with all 

round protec�on 

 One off annual fee or easy 

monthly payments 

 An engineer on site within 24 

hours 


 

Parts and labour included
 


 

No expensive repair bills
 


 

Annual boiler service
 


 

Total peace of mind
 

Leave your central hea�ng in our 

hands. No more expensive repair 

bills with parts and labour included 

in our cover. We provide yearly 

contracts for gas and oil boilers. 

Visit our website for more details. 
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   So here it is… Christmas, Christmas, Christmas!  It’s 
got to be a good one this year.  Let’s make sure we 

absolutely make the very best of what we have.  The 

easiest way to do this is to make it as stress free as we 
possibly can and to celebrate and be thankful for 

everything that is good.  Focus on the positive!   
   Order your turkey and all the trimmings at the 

shop by the 14th December for a hassle-free 

collection on either the 21st or 24th December. 
   After the HUGE success of the Pop-Up Gift Shop, we 

will be back (lockdown permitting) for a time in 
December - keep a look out at the shop and on social 

media for dates and times.  We’ll know more once the 
end of lockdown has been announced. 

   This December is a very sad one for the Village Shop 

as we say goodbye to one of our team.  Although we all 
work at different times, the sense of camaraderie that 

exists between the paid members of staff is very strong.  
We all help each other and work together to make the 

shop the best we possibly can.  This makes it all the 

harder to say goodbye to the lovely Gwen who has 
worked at the shop for the past five years.  She has been 

an absolute stalwart and a fantastic part of our family. 
We will miss her terribly but hope that she will come and 

visit us lots (or even volunteer!).  We wish her and Ray a 

wonderful retirement.    
   So, there it is.  The end of a funny old year. 

Lockdowns, heat waves, shortages and power cuts.  
2020 has thrown everything it had at us and we’ve 

dodged it all, not necessarily unscathed but definitely in 
one piece.  Let’s see it out with a bang and wave a very 

hearty bon voyage to it all.  Here is to a very happy 

2021..., may it be better than 2020!     
   Please don’t forget that we have everything you need 

for Christmas right here in St Mary Bourne Village Shop.     
Don’t give all your money to Amazon and the 

supermarkets… after all, everything you need for 

Christmas is right here under two, very close roofs! 

   Happy Christmas everyone       from Lara, Charlotte, 

Gordon, Gwen, Nadine and the rest of the team! 
 

 

Christmas - Shop opening times 
 

 Christmas Eve     8am - 1pm 
 Christmas Day    Closed 

 Boxing Day         Closed 

 Sunday 27th Dec  9am - 3pm 
 Monday 28th Dec  8am - 1pm 

 Tuesday 29th Dec  8am - 6pm 
 Wednesday 30th Dec  8am - 6pm 

 Thursday 31st Dec  8am - 1pm 

 New Year’s Day    Closed 
 Saturday 2nd Jan  9am - 4pm 

 Sunday 3rd Jan    9am - 3pm 

 

 

 
 

 

Farewell to Gwen 
 

   On the 28th December Gwen Randall will be hanging 
up her shop pinny as she retires as Deputy Shop 

Manager & Post Mistress after many years of stalwart 

service.  It will be a very poignant moment for her. 
 

   Gwen joined the shop staff in 2015 when the shop 

became a Community Interest Company (CIC). She says 

“I have served under three managers and each one has 
improved the shop no end.  I have loved working there 
but now it is time to go and I wish the shop well.  I’ve 
really enjoyed working with Gordon, Nadine and all the 
Saturday kids.  There has been a wonderful atmosphere. 
I’d also like to thank all the Directors of the Shop CIC 
who have been very kind - especially Jo Boxer during 
Lockdown - and Lara of course.” 
 

 
 

 

Village Shop - November 1☺☺ Club Draw: 
£50 - N Dickinson; £20 - A & S Shegog; 
£20 - B & M Cradduck; £10 - R Widén. 

 

Join the Shop's 100 Club for 2021 
Membership Forms are now available in the Shop. 

If you would like to take part but are unable to collect 
a form yourself, please ring 01264 738 337. 

 
  



The advertisements in the Hill & Valley are placed in good faith and are not recommendations of the services or products

T C SCOTT
ST MARY BOURNE

GARAGE LTD

MOT Test Station

Repairs & Servicing of all
makes of vehicle.

Diagnostics

Welding to MOT standard

Phone (01264) 738606

Bourne Valley PYO

We grow seasonal fruit and 
vegetables in the heart of the 

Bourne Valley

For a great day out with the 
family, come and see us.

Contact – 01264 738 888

www.bournevalleypyo.co.uk

How to contact your Member of Parliament

Kit Malthouse

I hold regular surgeries for all cons�tuents in North West Hampshire

kit.malthouse.mp@parliament.uk

01264401401

Or write to me at my
Constituency Office

2 Church Close, Andover,
SP10 1DP
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Your Parish Council 

http://www.stmarybourne-pc.gov.uk/ 
 

Parish Clerk            Ben Sawyer         01264 738039 

                                 clerk@stmarybourne-pc.gov.uk 

Councillor Committee 
David Peart 

(Chair) 

Planning, Finance, Flood & 

Emergency, Highways & Services, 
Recreation Ground & Lake 

Bridget Culley 

(Vice-Chair) 

Finance, Flood & Emergency, 

Recreation Ground, Lake 
Kevin Fullerton Finance, Planning, Recreation Ground 

Tony Grunsell Planning, Recreation Ground, Lake 
Oliver Madge Finance, Lake 

Kevin Noble Planning, Footpaths 
Jo Perry Planning, Lake 

Gwen Randall Planning, Finance, Recreation 

Ground, Lake 
 

Co-opted Representatives 
on Parish Council Committees 

Sarah Cooney Member - Flood & Emergency, 
Highways & Services 

Caroline Hoyes Footpath officer 
Clem Jones Member - Flood & Emergency, 

Adviser on Superfast Broadband 

Peter St Quintin Parish tree warden 
Alex Martin Member - Lake committee 

 

 

Summary Report - Parish Council Meeting 
Tuesday 10th November 2020 

 

The meeting was held virtually by Zoom. The Chair 
Cllr David Peart, Cllrs Fullerton, Grunsell, Madge, 
Noble, Perry and Randall were present. Also 
attending were the Clerk Ben Sawyer, County Cllr 
Tom Thacker, Borough Cllr Graham Falconer and 
five members of the public. 
Time for Public Speaking - Two members of the 
public spoke about the St Mary Bourne play area 
and expressed concerns about safety issues 
concerning traffic on the hard standing and the age 
and condition of some of the equipment. They 
enquired whether the playpark could perhaps be 
relocated to a quieter part of the Recreation 
Ground. The Chair stated that safety inspections of 
all the equipment was carried out by B&DBC on a 
regular basis and the question of relocation would 
be discussed and reviewed by the Recreation 
Ground Committee at a later date. 
County Councillor’s Report - Cllr Thacker 
reported on extra support (funding & training) for 
rural councils through the Rural Partnership 
Programme rural@hants.gov.uk . He also 
mentioned a forthcoming meeting he would have 
with Highways engineers to discuss maintenance 
issues in this area. He was asked to report the poor 
condition of the road near Egbury Castle Farm as 
well as overgrown vegetation on Spring Hill Lane 
and issues on the Harroway. 

 

Borough Councillor’s Report - Cllr Falconer 
commented on funding for playparks. There was 
currently no B&DBC funding for new play areas but 
safety issues concerning existing playgrounds would 
be addressed. All housing developments within the 
local area (12,000 homes) had been paused due to 
the Solent nitrate pollution issue. Spring Hill Lane 
development issues were under discussion with the 
Enforcement Officer and the developer. Crime 
figures, particularly theft of quad bikes, had 
increased over the past two months. No decision 
had been made by B&DBC about the closure of the 
public toilets at Bourne Meadow and he was 
unaware that parish council objections to a 
communications mast at Breach Farm had been 
ignored. 
Flood & Emergency Group - update: Restoration 
work on the river banks along Gangbridge Lane and 
adjacent to the lake surrounds should be completed 
by the end of March. 
Highways - update: Katie Dixon and Sarah Cooney 
were thanked for their report on the grips and 
ditches within the parish which had been forwarded 
for action by the Parish Lengthsman and Hants 
Highways. 
St Mary Bourne Play area - update: The climbing 
wall replacement should be fixed in November. The 
gate onto the hard standing would be locked to 
allay fears about car traffic, so children should enter 
the playground via the MUGA in the short-medium 
term. 
Lake - update: The Lake representatives had 
recommended that the lake environs should not be 
systematically cut but perhaps a mown pathway 
should be made around part of the lake and for 
some casting points for the fishing. This would 
enhance the growth of wild flowers etc. and 
possibly deter the numbers of geese. They also 
recommended that tree work should continue as 
funds allowed. 
Defibrillator - A new battery pack and new pads 
had arrived and would be fitted. 
 

The next meeting of the Parish Council 
is scheduled for 15th December at 19.30 

 
 

Parish Council Meetings 
The parish council will currently meet only when 
required to discuss urgent business and these 
meetings will be held remotely.  As usual, notice of 
any meeting will be published four days in advance 
on the parish council website and the 
noticeboards.  You will be able to access the 
meeting remotely.  But to allow for smooth running, 
if you are planning to raise a matter with the parish 
council you are asked to submit it in writing in 
advance to clerk@stmarybourne-pc.gov.uk . 
 

  

http://www.stmarybourne-pc.gov.uk/
mailto:rural@hants.gov.uk
mailto:clerk@stmarybourne-pc.gov.uk


 Heating Systems
Bathroom design & installation 
Unvented pressurised systems
Underfloor heating
Oil boiler specialists;
service, maintenance &   

installation

Whitchurch (01256) 893845 
Darrell Mobile: 07884 481490
Tony Mobile:  07831 366188

AS WAITE & SON LLP
PLUMBING & HEATING ENGINEERS

HURSTBOURNE OSTEOPATHY PRACTICE
& SPORTS INJURIES CLINIC

FOR APPOINTMENTS CALL
(01264) 736007

Muscular and joint stiffness and pain
Back and neck pain

Frozen shoulder
Acute and long-term sports injury treatment and advice

Acupuncture and ultrasound

TW GLAZING & WINDOW REPAIRS 
01264 860129 / 077 652 60922  

www.twglazingandwindowrepairs.com 

 
misted double-glazed units 

cat-flaps into UPVC and glass 
glass repairs into all existing frames 
hinges, handles, locks and gaskets 

greenhouse glass and face-puttying 

FREE QUOTES AND ADVICE 

782 211G&S Lark Tree Services
 

Andover (01264) 874 464
 

Amesbury (01980) 670 226
 

Mobile 07850 849 960
 

Tree Care ~ Firewood ~ Hedge cutting
    

    
graemelark@outlook.com

 
 

www.larktreeservices.co.uk
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Newly registered Planning Applications 
Parish Council - Objection x / No objection x 

 

● Request to fell both leylandii on south side of 
entrance gate - Portway, Church Street - 
T/00572/20/TCA - x 
 

● Sycamore, prune back overhang; Sorbus, reduce 
crown by 1.5m, crown lift up to 3m - Springhill Hill 
House - T/00571/20/TCA - x 
 

● Portuguese Laurel, fell and clear away; Robinia, 
reduce crown - Gable Cottage, Church Street - 
T/00541/20/TCA - xx 
 

● Erection of single storey rear extension, 
remodelling of existing extension with associated 
internal alterations and repairs to existing fabric - 
The Malt House, Church Street - 20/02842/LBC - x 
 

● Crown lift 1 Copper Beech & 10 Field Maples - 
Rowe House, Gangbridge Lane - T/00477/20/TCA 
- awaiting decision - x 
 

● Replacement of existing conservatory with new 
UPVC and artificial slate design. New French doors 
and window to south elevation - The Old Forge, 
Church Street - 20/02541/HSE - x 
 

Recent Local Planning Authority Decisions 
 

● Holly, fell; Cherry, fell - Kirkby, Egbury Road - 
T/00490/20/TCA - x - raise no objection 
 

● 2 Whitebeam, fell; 1 Tulip Tree, fell - Bankcroft, 
Springhill Lane - T/00471/20/TCA - x - raise no 
objection 
 

● Yew Tree, dead standing, fell; Cherry Tree, dead 
standing, fell - The Green Lodge, Gangbridge Lane 
- T/00402/20/TCA - raise no objection 
 

All minutes and reports can be viewed at 
www.stmarybourne-pc.gov.uk  

Details of all Planning Applications for the Parish 
can be accessed on the B&DBC website: 

www.basingstoke.gov.uk/planning or by contacting the 
Parish Council Clerk  01264 738 039 

 

 

         St Mary Bourne   
         United Charities 

           is a small local trust set up to  
           help residents of the Parish of St 
Mary Bourne (which includes the villages & hamlets of 
Stoke, Binley, Wadwick, Egbury, the Wykes and Lower 
Link). 
   If you are worried about heating costs this winter, 
an unpaid bill, or are experiencing unexpected 
financial difficulty caused by the Covid 19 situation, 
the Trust may be able to help. 
   All enquiries are treated in total confidence.   
   If you’d like to know more, please contact: 

Ruth Widén 01264 738 250 - 
ruth.widen@btinternet.com  

 

 
 

Christmas rubbish and recycling 
 

Normal collection date Festive collection date 

Friday 25th December Monday 28th December 

Friday 1st January Monday 4th January 

Friday 8th January Saturday 9th January 

 
For the first collection ONLY after Christmas (Monday 28th 

December) extra rubbish sacks left by the grey bin 
will be collected. 

Extra recycling will always be collected if placed in a cardboard 
box next to the green bin or inside a clear plastic bag. 

Please ensure large cardboard is flattened next to your bin. 
Wrapping paper cannot be recycled. 

 

Real Christmas tree recycling 
 

Garden waste customers can put their Christmas trees out 
for collection with their garden waste. Alternatively 
tree recycling drop-off points will be available from 
Saturday 2nd January to Sunday 31st January 2021. 

See www.basingstoke.gov.uk/christmas-tree . 
 

 
 

Latest Recommended 
Posting Dates 

 
 

Friday 18th December 2nd Class and 2nd Class Signed For 

Monday 21st December 1st Class and 1st Class Signed For 
and Royal Mail Tracked 48* 

Tuesday 22nd December Royal Mail Tracked 24* 

Wednesday 23rd December Special Delivery Guaranteed 
 

*Royal Mail Tracked 24 and Royal Mail Tracked 48 services are not 
available to purchase at Post Office® branches 
 

International Standard & International tracking 
and signature services 

Friday 4th December

  
Australia, New Zealand 

Wednesday 9th December Africa, Asia, Caribbean, Central and 
South America, Far and Middle East 

Thursday 10th December Canada, Cyprus, Malta 
Friday 11th December Greece, Eastern Europe (except Czech 

Republic, Poland and Slovakia) and 
Turkey 

Saturday 12th December Czech Republic, Finland, Italy, Poland, 
Sweden, USA 

Wednesday 16th 
December 

Austria, Denmark, Germany, Iceland, 
Netherlands, Norway, Portugal, 
Slovakia, Spain, Switzerland 

Friday 18th December Belgium, France, Ireland, Luxembourg 

 

  

http://www.stmarybourne-pc.gov.uk/
http://www.basingstoke.gov.uk/planning
mailto:ruth.widen@btinternet.com
http://www.basingstoke.gov.uk/christmas-tree
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Light Touch  
What's the Point of Spiders? 

   Autumn is the time when you 
might see a large, brown, hairy 

spider scuttle across the carpet or find one trapped in a 

bath or sink.  Don't kill it.  What species is it likely to 
be, why has it suddenly emerged, where does it lurk in 

other seasons and why not kill it?  All will be revealed. 
   Your spider is, surprise, one of four species of large 

house spiders and is most likely to be a male -look out 

for short, leg-like palps on the head, their ends swollen 
like boxing gloves.  He is looking for a mate and has 

abandoned his web, but the female will still be in hers, 
hidden under furniture or quiet corners of rooms, sheds 

and garages.  Male and female webs are there all year; 
it’s just that we tend not to notice their occupants until 

the mating season.  Indeed, the web of a large house 

spider can be extremely long-lived, lasting for several 
years if undisturbed.  Each web can have a number of 

different individuals occupying it over the years, like an 
ancestral home.  It is unlikely that the large specimens 

we see in our houses in autumn have come in from 

outside, as is commonly assumed;  most will have spent 
their entire lives in our company without us being aware 

of them and females can live with us for several years.  
They are not aggressive and extremely unlikely to want 

to try and bite in spite of alarmist articles in some 

papers. 
   When the male finds a web, he can tell instantly 

whether the female is suitable from pheromones she has 
laid down in her silk, which he detects with his feet. If 

the signs are right, he starts to court her, but very 
carefully - he does not want to be mistaken for potential 

food.  He pulls at the web with his fangs, taps it with his 

legs and bobs his abdomen, all of which tell the female 
that he is a male of the right species.  If accepted, the 

male begins a period of co-habitation and both can be 
found snuggled down in the tubular retreat of the 

female’s sheet web.  As soon as the female undergoes 

her final moult, mating takes place.  Afterwards, the 
male remains in the female’s web guarding her against 

the attentions of other suitors until he dies during the 
winter and she may indeed then eat him. 

   How they help us.  They help by catching flies, ants, 
earwigs, mosquitoes, fleas, clothes moths and even 

cockroaches in their webs. Collectively, spiders eat 400 

to 800 million metric tons of insects each year; as much 
fish and meat consumed by humans in the same period 

according to the Science of Nature journal.  Can you 
imagine what the world would be like without them 

helping us to get rid of bugs in our houses?  Spiders 

don’t need to eat often and can survive weeks without 
food.  However, if insects are available, they will eat 

frequently; up to 4 times a day.  Although they get the 
moisture they need from their food, they do also need 

water especially if there is not much food about which is 

why they often turn up in the bath (they have not come 
up the plug hole!).  Spiders also tend to hang out near 

water sources because that attracts their prey. If left in 
peace, they will consume most of the insects in your 

home, providing effective home pest control without any 
dangerous chemicals. 

 

   How to help them. Try to resist the urge to turf 
them out in the cold and wet.  If you can't, use the glass 

and stiff card trick or buy a humane catcher.  Leave a 
towel over the edge of the bath so they can escape on 

their own and try to ignore a few cobwebs!  You might 

even get quite fond of your residents!  CH 
 

 

 

 

Go Star Gazing in December & January 
We live in an ANOB and this includes 
protecting our dark night skies. 
Please try to minimise light pollution 
by reducing outdoor lighting. Only 
use low powered short sequenced 
sensor lights with the beam focused 
downwards. This benefits the 
environment, wildlife and humans 
alike.  
Highlight of the Month. 
13-14 December - Geminids Meteor Shower. King of 
Meteor Showers -producing up to 120 multicoloured 
meteors per hour at its peak. Shower runs from 7-17 Dec. 
but peaks 13 evening- 14 morning. Nearly new moon 
ensures dark skies. So excellent viewing. Best after 
midnight. 
14 December - New Moon - Best time to observe galaxies 
and star clusters as no moonlight. 
18 December - December Solstice. First day of winter in 
Northern Hemisphere. 
21 December - Rare conjunction of Jupiter 
& Saturn. This rare conjunction of these 2 planets is known 
as the great conjunction. Last great conjunction was in 
2000. The 2 bright planets will be so close they will appear 
to make a double planet. Look West just after sunset.  
21-22 December - Ursids Meteor Shower- minor 
shower 5-10 per hour.  
30 December - Full Moon - known as Cold Moon by early 
Native American Tribes, as this was the time when cold air 
settles in & the nights become long and dark.  
2-3 January -Quadrantids Meteor Shower. Above 
average shower up to 40 meteors per hour. Warning. Moon 
will block faintest meteors out. Best observing dark location 
after midnight. 
13 January - New Moon - Best time to view faint galaxies 
and stars. 
24 January - Mercury at Greatest Easter 
Elongation. Best time to view Mercury, as it will be at its 
highest point above the horizon in evening sky. Look for 
planet low in sky after sunset.  
28 January - Full Moon - known by early Native American 
tribes as Wolf Moon, as this was the time of the year when 
hungry wolves howled outside their camps. 
Remember to wrap up warm when Star Gazing. Make a 
flask. Use a recliner and enjoy these free shows.  
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Postcard from Binley - December 2020 
 

   A one-legged Irishman, an acquaintance of mine once 
referred to a moorhen as a "water chicken" and claimed 
that back home in Galway they were a delicacy.  At that 
point he went to fetch his gun and I had to take him aside 
and explain that’s not the done thing here in the valley, 
shooting moorhens.  Not cricket, old Sausage!  But 
moorhens and coots, ducks and egrets have taken up 
some of my attention this past summer as most evenings 
on my way home I stopped off at Gangbridge pond, leant 
on the parapet of the old bridge and watched the 
comings and goings in the stream below.  Running water 
has held a fascination for me since I was a child and if I 
could pick my last hour on God's earth it would be beside 
a Highland stream, the sun rising behind purple washed 
hills, a light mist rising off the water, deer crossing the 
shallows above me and salmon showing in the pools.  
But it’s been fun watching the waterfowl, particularly 
when the young hatched and were proudly introduced to 
their river.  Bobbing around like corks to be swept 
downstream then gathered again by their parents, the 
baby coots with their delightful little red caps look 
incredibly frail and vulnerable.  I’m sure they are preyed 
on by a number of creatures but add to that list the Red 
Kite.  They have been drifting down from Binley in 
numbers and dive bombing the young who paddle for 
their lives to the sanctuary of the bridge and several 
times my heart was in my mouth.  One kite was a little 
too eager and found itself immersed and struggling.  I 
was half ready to strip down to my undercrackers and 
rescue it but with a final beat of those magnificent wings 
it rose and saved me the bother and embarrassment!   
But the last month has seen Binley sleepwalking into 
winter with hardly anything of significance happening.  
The succulents in the garden have turned to mush and 
as I cleared the geranium bed I remembered as I always 
do my father describing a night he spent in Auschwitz as 
a Prisoner of War in transit.  The smell, overwhelmingly 
he told me, was of rotting geraniums.  I can never garden 
and forget that.  But yesterday was warm and bright for 
once and a walk to Wadwick produced the marvellous 
sight of two green woodpeckers, normally very shy 
squabbling around a walnut tree and oblivious to my 
presence.  Staying on subject I spotted a Hobby at Binley 
Bottom a few weeks back, in fact I saw it three times 
before it vanished.  A late departee to Africa I assume.   
The sheep are looking bored out of their minds and even 
the pheasants don’t have the excitement of being shot at 
thanks to Lockdown 2, so they are just loafing around 
and wondering what it’s all about.  Aren’t we all?  The bin 
collection personnel, or dustmen as I still call them (am I 
even allowed to call them that now?) thought it would be 
fun to go off-road and turned my long verge into a replica 
of the Somme.  Ah well, it gave me something to do in 
these tedious times and if it brightened up their 
monotonous day, I’m happy for them.  But that’s their 
Christmas tip down the Swanee! 
   But to return to the Irishman. He lived with my brother 
in a caravan set amongst the trees on Juniper Down 
above Stoke.  They were supposedly laying low from the 
law, though if that involves charging around on noisy 
motorcycles and drinking in every pub between 
Longparish and Vernham Dean then so be it.  But he was 
a fearless rider, he’d lost his right leg in a motorcycle 
accident at the age of eighteen but had been persuaded 
by a jockey in the next hospital bed to get right back on  

 

one, as horsey people tend to do.  His “good leg” as he 
called it was able to operate the gears but with the 
absence of a right one (good, bad or otherwise) he was 
unable to apply the rear brake, relying entirely on the 
hand operated front one for stopping.  As often is the 
case with the Irish he was a wonderful raconteur and on 
the steps of the caravan, a cigarette playing around his 
lips and a drink in his hand he wove tales about his early 
life in the west of Ireland.  The family lived by a farm in a 
stone cottage with a moss roof, his father worked on the 
railway and was absent for long periods.  His mother was 
a saint and he was the youngest of five with four elder 
sisters who spoilt him rotten.  He spoke of diving for 
freshwater pearls in Lough Corrib, of the races and the 
oyster festival and fetching churns of milk from the farm 
that was so rich it was yellow in colour with great globs of 
fat floating in it.  He chased brown hares and rode the 
wild ponies that came down from the mountain, but there 
was a darker side too.  Tales of gypsy’s curses, drunks 
sent mad and blind from drinking the illicit potcheen who 
would fight you with the strength of ten men, and silent 
strangers who turned up in the wee hours with heavy 
objects wrapped in sackcloth that his mother would hide 
in the peat shed.  It seemed such an idyllic, wild and 
romantic life, in part reminiscent (but edgier) of Laurie 
Lee’s “Cider with Rosie” that I wondered how he could 
bring himself to leave it. 
   Then one day in Essex he ran out of road and out of 
luck.  At his funeral I was shocked to hear from a cousin 
that he had in fact been raised in an orphanage in Cork 
City, the innocent victim of an Irish society’s intolerance 
to teenage pregnancies.  I’m thinking that maybe he had 
read Laurie Lee’s book and created this fantasy world to 
obliterate the misery of his own childhood?  When he 
was old enough and able to, he went looking for his birth 
mother and found her in a half-way house in a rough part 
of Dublin, an alcoholic and heroin addict.  It’s quite the 
saddest story I think I’ve ever heard, and it’s made me 
think, as we approach Christmas how lucky most of us 
are to have families.  We take them so much for granted 
and we have our little battles but in essence they are 
incredibly precious and with that in mind just the smallest 
of kind gestures to someone living alone at this time of 
year may carry far more weight than you could imagine. 
Happy Christmas!   NA 
 

 



Yew Cottage  Bed & Breakfast
Rosie and Martin Lowry

Cosy 17th Century

Cottage accommodation

With Annex

in a beautiful village

on the River TestLongparish, Andover,
Hampshire Sp11 6QE

Telephone 01264 720325

www.yewcottagelongparish.com

SHOTGUN 

CARTRIDGES
FIREWOOD

Rio & Gamebore Seasoned Logs

Clay Pigeons & Traps Free delivery 10 miles 

of RG28 7QA

Danegrove Trading, Lower Woodcott Farm, RG28 7QA

Tel: 01635 250518 E-mail: pamela.nicholson@danegrove.com

 

Doug Hopkins  
~ Joinery ~  

 

Purpose made joinery and  
cabinet making to your  

specifications  
 

Tel: 01264 736 705  
(Stoke)  

Mob: 07857 692 445  
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St. Nicholas Church 

This pandemic and lockdowns have proved a steep learning 

curve for the church as far as installing the necessary 

technical ‘know-how‘ to be able to record or live-stream 

services direct from the church into your homes. 

Our first attempt at a recorded service was the recent 

Remembrance Sunday Service on 8th November. A huge 

THANK YOU to Huw Morrison and Peter Jones for sorting out 

first a 4G connection, and then to Huw particularly for 

recording and putting together the ‘You Tube’ file on the 

previous Saturday (it took him all day and all evening to 

complete!), enabling the service to go live on the Sunday at 

10.50am to coincide with the 2 minutes silence at 11am. In 

case you didn’t get a chance to see it, you can view it on 

YouTube via the link on the Longparish website, 

www.longparish.org.uk. – scroll down to the Remembrance 

Service  8th November and click on the link. 

David Blake, our organist, has been recording hymns for our 

normal Sunday services, but for the Remembrance Service, he 

recorded both some introductory and post-service organ 

pieces; we are very grateful to him for this and for keeping 

things going in this way since March. The choir, so ably led by 

Cathy Yelf, managed to squeeze in a recording session on the 

Wednesday night before lockdown kicked in at midnight. As 

well as about seven carols, which are now ‘in the pipe’ as it 

were, they did both the hymns, the anthem and God Save The 

Queen for the Remembrance Service. So, a big THANK YOU 

too to Cathy and Henry for editing these, and passing over to 

Huw for completion of the whole file. 

Also, another big THANK YOU to the Revd. Canon Martin 

Coppen for returning to St. Nicholas to lead our service and 

for his sermon on what it means to ‘remember’; we are very 

grateful. 

Finally, since this is the last Hill & Valley before Christmas, we 

would like to take this opportunity of wishing everyone a 

Happy and Blessed Christmas. We hope that we might be able 

to meet together for some, if not all, of our services over 

Christmas. Do keep a look-out on the various village websites 

for updates and what we will or will not be allowed to do.  

Whatever form these services take, we hope you will join with 

us to rejoice and celebrate the birth of Our Lord Jesus Christ.  

 

A reminder of 
how things 
were last 
year at 
Christingle! 
 

 

  

 St Nicholas Christmas Cards  

We have a limited number of Christmas Cards for 

sale. We would normally sell these at the St. 

Nicholas Fayre, but as there was no Fete and now 

no Fayre this year, it would help the finances if we 

could sell some of these cards during December. 

There are seven designs, which can be viewed on 

the St. Nicholas Church page of the Longparish 

website (http://www.longparish.org.uk/).  They are 

all A6 size with matching envelopes packed in 6’s 

and are priced at £2.50 per pack of 6. 

Please give me a call or email if you would like to 

purchase some. 

John Young Email: j.young233@btinternet.com 
Tel: 01264 720233  

  

 

 

Boxing Day Entertainment 

The Longparish Mummers hope to return to The 

Cricketers on Boxing Day. There are wonderful 

costumes and lots of action with a great battle 

between King George and the Yorkish Knight.   
  

But it all depends on the Covid rules so watch out 

for an announcement on social media nearer the 

time.  

Who knows, we might even manage a socially 

distanced Santa Dash !          

http://www.longparish.org.uk/


P C BUTLER
 

BRICKWORK
 

General and Traditional Building

Roong, Maintenance & Repairs, 
Painting & Decorating

 

No job too small
01256 781830 or 07833 586250

paulbutler3@hotmail.co.uk
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LONGPARISH PARISH COUNCIL  

REPORT FROM MEETING HELD REMOTELY ON 9 NOVEMBER 

The Plough Inn 

The Chair of the Working Party reported that negotiations for the 

purchase of The Plough Inn are continuing and LCPL/PC are close 

to agreeing terms with the vendor.  The PC voted to convert the 

working party to a Plough Inn Committee, and revised Terms of 

Reference for the Committee were approved.   
 

Playground Refurbishment 

The renovation of the playground by Green Play Project 

continues and the roundabout has now been received.  Once this 

has been installed, the surfacing can be completed.  A fencing 

contractor has been selected, and work to replace the fencing 

commences week beginning 16 November.  
 

Longparish Cricket Club 

The PC approved a grant of £400 for the Cricket Club. 
 

Parish Lengthsman Scheme – can you help? 

For a number of years, Christopher Duxbury has skilfully 

managed the work of the Parish Lengthsman on behalf of the 

Parish Council, who are tremendously grateful to Christopher for 

carrying out this task.  Christopher would like to take a step back 

from this role, and anyone interested in taking on this important 

task, please contact the Clerk for more information. 
 

Until further guidance is received from HALC, the Parish 

Council will continue to meet remotely via Zoom.  Members of 

the public wishing to “attend” any meetings should contact the 

Clerk or the Chairman. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Parish Council Meetings 
 

The next Parish Council Meeting will be held at 7.30pm on 

Monday 14th December. Parish Council Meetings are public, and 

parishioners are also welcome to speak on specific agenda items 

by prior arrangement with the Chairman - Christian Dryden (Tel 

720398, or email christian.drydenpc@longparish.org.uk) 

Minutes of previous meetings are available on the current or 

archived Longparish website www.longparish.org.uk 

 

 

  

 The Plough Pub & Hub - The Parish Council is delighted 

that the vendor has accepted our offer to purchase The 

Plough for the community, subject to contract.  

The Council has established a committee to take the 

project forward and this committee met on 14th 

November to approve the appointment of professional 

advisers (including lawyers, VAT experts and structural 

surveyors) and plan the necessary steps. 

Councillors are working with Longparish Community Pub 

Ltd to agree terms for the purchase and subsequent lease 

to LCPL of The Plough as a community hub and pub. If all 

goes well we hope to complete the purchase and lease by 

Christmas. 

This is a fantastic opportunity for us to save, rebuild and 

help this lovely old pub flourish – alongside the Cricketers 

– as a community asset for generations to come. 

 

 

The Plough Ahead group (aka Longparish Community Pub Ltd ) is delighted to announce that it has reached a deal with the current owner to buy The 

Plough.   If all goes well with the purchase and refurbishments, our lovely old pub could be re-opened in the summer: possibly by July 2021. 

The purchase has been possible thanks to the over two hundred people (Longparish residents and friends from further afield) who joined the 

community share offer scheme. It is also in no small part thanks to the Parish Council who agreed to take out a loan for the purchase of the actual 

building, securing it for generations to come.  So, the project to bring back The Plough to the community will be run in conjunction with the Parish 

Council, who will be the legal owner. Plough Ahead will then take on the long-term lease to maintain and operate it as a pub and community hub. 

Because a deal to buy it is now in the offing, it has been decided to extend the share offer until 6th December. This is another opportunity to join us 

and become part of the project with a share in the community business. The minimum share is £50 – an ideal Christmas present for someone maybe? 

The maximum, if you’re feeling really generous, is £30,000. 

With many of us now working from home, and social distancing so much part of our lives, we are aware of the increased demand for local hospitality 

venues – pubs like The Plough and The Cricketers. The impact of Covid has shown that local communities are now much more aware of the value of 

their pubs and there is an increased desire to support them.  

There’s still time to join the scheme to bring The Plough back to life as a pub, community asset and, in time, a B&B. To join us and purchase shares in 

The Plough, or make a donation, please go to www.ploughahead.co.uk/share-offer   For more information call Andy Jolliffe on 720207 

 

Good News for The Plough! 

 

mailto:christian.drydenpc@longparish.org.uk
http://www.longparish.org.uk/
http://www.ploughahead.co.uk/share-offer


CLACY’S GARAGE
London Street, Whitchurch

01256 892099 or 892168
Email wayne.clacys@hotmail.co.uk

Service and Repairs to All Cars

& Light Commercials

Both Diesel and Petrol

Welding and Bodywork

Cars & Light Commercials & Motorbikes - 
Diesels, Petrol & Catalysts Tested

BREAKDOWN & 
ACCIDENT 
RECOVERY

CAR HIRE AND LOAN 

 Joanne Hosmer

 Reiki Practitioner
Burghclere Down, Andover

07955 097434

 Reikibyjo@outlook.com
fb: @reikibyjo     ig: reiki.byjo

 

Reiki is a relaxation technique 
to promote self healing. It 

helps physical, emotional and 
mental imbalances. Animal and 
distance Reiki also available.
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Longparish Little School 

This year’s pumpkin competition went 

virtual and we were so pleased with all 

the fantastic entries we had in the 

three categories of best home grown, 

best carved and best decorated. Thank 

you to everyone who took part and supported this 

fundraising event for Little School. 

The children also had fun 

with pumpkins at Little 

School, exploring their 

size, shapes, weight and 

what was inside them. 

We decorated two of 

them for our entry into 

the competition, we 

made owls called Twit and Twoo.  

We are now taking applications for September 2021. If you 

would like any further information please contact Claire at 

claire@longparishlittleschool.org.uk or phone 01264 

720455. You can find out more from our website 

https://www.longparishlittleschool.org.uk/ or our 

Facebook page 

https://www.facebook.com/longparishplaygroup there are 

lots of photos so you can see all the fantastic things we do. 

Would you like to re-vitalise 

Longparish Neighbourhood 

Watch?  

The scheme is pretty well dormant 

at the moment and needs 

someone with energy, enthusiasm 

and familiarity with social media 

to become the coordinator and bring it back to life.  The role 

is can be whatever you decide to make of it, so it is flexible in 

terms of time and commitment.  The coordinator is vetted by 

the police and has access to resources and information 

through Hampshire Neighbourhood watch.   

Please contact me mrjeremybarber@gmail.com or the Parish 

Council if you would like to find out more. 

Jeremy Barber tel 72049 

We have some of these 

Door Safety stickers to give 

away to anyone that 

would like one, at Acre 

Stores now. 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Longparish CE Primary School  

Remembrance Day has always played a special part in our 

school. This year, all the children were given plain large stones, 

on which they painted red poppies and crosses to remind them 

of the wars in the past. There were lessons on the Unknown 

Warrior as it was the 100th anniversary of this special internment 

in Westminster Abbey. They loved this story and old film footage 

of the procession, the King and the VIPs watching the horse 

drawn carriage parade the Union Jack clad coffin through the 

streets of London.  Children love anything like this!  

The younger children also learnt about the purple poppy this 

year. And the animals; namely horses, dogs, pigeons and one cat 

who gave their lives in sacrifice for the freedom we all enjoy 

today. Children are remarkably poignant and caring. They love 

stories of old, about people who were kind and made sacrifices 

for others.  

Children are naturally drawn to remembering special people 

such as Martin Luther King, who was one of the first people to 

say that ‘black lives mattered’. Rosa Parks too was celebrated 

during our Black History month. Ghandi and Mandela, more 

recent amazing figures who feature in our lessons and worship 

too. These giants on whose shoulders we stand, give all our 

children hope for the future. I hope that one day we will all be 

equal, all children will be treated the same, there will be food for 

all and in spite of our current trials and tribulations, all children 

will be well and free from pain. One day. We all pray that this 

hope will be a reality for our children and our children’s children. 

Take great care and our warmest wishes for a happy and safe 

Christmas!  

Love from us all at Longparish CE Primary School.   

Trudie Cawthra, Head Teacher 

 

 
 

 

mailto:claire@longparishlittleschool.org.uk
https://www.longparishlittleschool.org.uk/
https://www.facebook.com/longparishplaygroup
mailto:mrjeremybarber@gmail.com


BOURNE Again Feet
Hilary Steeden MGFHP MAFHP

Foot Health Practitioner
Tel:   01264 738 554
Mob.  07787 703 900

. Problem Nails .Verrucas

.Corns  .Cracked Heels

.Hard Skin .Fungal Infections

Andover Carpet
Cleaning Co.

Carpets, Rugs, Suites, 
Sofas, Recliners etc.

Scotchguard  &
Deodorise Treatment

Call  01264 334636
Mobile

07850 677 761

Catered gulet in Turkey

www.belvederetravel.com

email  info@janeblount.co.uk

01264 738533  and   07884003082

holidays

Richard Steel

& Partners

The Family Owned

FUNERAL DIRECTORS

Serving Hampshire  

since 1860

Alderman House,12 - 14 City Road,

WINCHESTER

(01962) 862333

BREACH FARM
WOODLAND BURIAL GROUND

ST MARY BOURNE, SP11 6DQ

A beautiful woodland burial ground
overlooking the Bourne Valley

Single,  Double and Ashes  plots available.
 Area for pets.

For further information/request a brochure:-
 Mobile: 07789 888399

Email: lisa@breachfarmwoodlandburialground.co.uk
Www.breachfarmwoodlandburialground.co.uk

WEST JOINERY
Bespoke doors, 

windows, 
kitchens, 

wardrobes, 
bookcases.

 

For all your 
joinery needs
07717 570748

Julian@uswests.co.uk

Loft Conversions . House 
refurbishments

Kitchens . Bookcases . Wardrobes
General Carpentry and 

construction

We pride ourselves on offering 
quality service and workmanship 
which enables you to see the full 

potential of your property

For further details please contact 
us on 01264 860392

or 07717 570748
Email: julian@uswests.co.uk
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Village Clean-Up November 14th 

After the Clean-up day in Spring was 

cancelled due to the first Lockdown, 

this time around we worked within 

the guidelines to complete certain 

tasks around the village that needed 

doing.  Due to the guidelines, we 

could not enjoy usual half-time 

refreshments or complimentary 

sustenance at the Cricketers; we 

worked at a distance or in family 

groups using our own tools. 

Not for the first time, the Autumn Clean-up day was a wet and 

windy affair.  Some volunteers prudently used their initiative and 

got cracking the day before, which proved a master stroke!   It 

was particularly wise of Richard McAllister and Mick Blocksidge 

to undertake tractor work in the field whilst the going was good 

to firm.  The tasks achieved over the weekend were numerous: 

raking up leaves around North Acre; tidying up the three bus 

shelters; raking up leaves around and the school and village hall; 

dismantling the fence around the playpark for recycling to make 

ready for a new one; cleaning out the stream; tidying around the 

Ashburn Rest; litter picking the many miles of this long parish. 

Big thanks to R Collard Ltd for kindly sponsoring the skip for the 

green waste.  Also, thanks to Test Valley Borough Councillor, 

David Drew, who helped schedule the timely road sweeper on 

Friday.  Thank you very much to Karen-Marie Dinesen and Mick 

Blocksidge for their time and tractor and to Stuart Montague for 

his time and trailer on both Saturday and Sunday.  Thanks to the 

Middleton Estate, HLM Agri Ltd and Richard McAllister who, with 

his JCB, made light of heavy work.  All much appreciated.  

Finally, I would, of course, like to thank the many volunteers 

(more than 40 in number!) who gave up their time, and received 

an absolute soaking for their troubles.  An amazing effort to keep 

our village beautiful!  Thank you all!                           James Hillier 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

FRIDAY LUNCH CLUB 

Friday 18th December 12 – 2.30pm 

We are really hoping we can hold the Christmas Lunch in 

the Village Hall, for regular members, Covid Rules and 

current situation in the area permitting. 

29th January 2020 - New Year Friday Lunch Club again 

Covid Rules permitting. 

Numbers will be limited so we can be well spread out in 

the hall.  

             To book a place and transport              

Tel: Christian 720 398 or Andrea 720 457 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Longparish Community Support Group 

Thank you to all the volunteers who have 

signed up again. 

If you or your family are self-isolating or 

staying at home for whatever reason and 

need help with shopping or any errands, 

there are plenty of people willing to help out.  

Please call 07765 467 006 or email 

covidhelp@longparish.org.uk 

 

Incinerator ash pile -temporary or permanent? 

The Raymond Brown Enviropark (Fortis IBA Ltd at the Enviropark) want permanent permission to stockpile thousands of tons of incinerator bottom 

ash aggregate (IBAA) on the site of the abandoned Harewood incinerator.  The Environment Agency issued a temporary waiver to allow the use of the 

four-and-a-half-acre site when demand for the IBAA as building material plummeted because of the COVID-19 pandemic.   

The original permission ran out in September but has been extended to the end of March 2021.  The IBAA is the residue of bottom ash from the three 

Hampshire waste incinerators after valuable metals have been extracted. IBAA is still piled high above the bunds at the section of the Enviropark 

allocated for it.  We understand that the temporary waiver will not be extended beyond March 2021 and that Fortis IBAA Ltd intend to apply for it to 

become permanent.  The Environment Agency stipulated a maximum of 63,000 tons to be stored at the temporary site on the understanding that 

there would be no dust or pollution of air, water, soil, plants or animals. 

The IBAA is simply dumped onto the bare chalk after removing the soil. This was allowed as it was a temporary measure. It is likely that permanent 

permission would involve stipulating that the base is covered with sealed and reinforced concrete with a water runoff catchment. Villagers 

experiencing pollution from the site should complain to Test Valley Environmental Health department  at 01264 368000 or e.mail 

envhealth@testvalley.gov.uk or contact the Environment Agency helpline 0800807060.                                  Henry Yelf   

 

mailto:envhealth@testvalley.gov.uk


Garden & Home Maintainance








Grass & Hedge Cutting

General Gardening

Pruning

Preparing & Planting

Flower/Shrub Beds

Sweeping Leaves

For competitive rates
call Barry
Tel.         01264 393 803
Mobile.  07876 178 865

Fully Qualified & Insured Aerial Photography & Video
Family Portraiture - have fun & relax in the

comfort of our Studio, or on location.

Wedding Photography and Videography

Instant Event Photography - Award  Ceremonies, Fun Days
 Golf Days - Summer Balls

Prom Nights - Xmas  Parties - Celebrations

Commercial - Corporate - PR - Interior
Food & Drink - Lifestyle Photography

Image Restoration - bring  the memories back to life

       Contact Janice on
       Mobile: 07771 803025

www.burlisonphotography.com

info@burlisonphotography.com

MPA Photographer of the Year 2017/2018

Lucie’s
 Beauty Room

Af fordable beauty 
treatments

 Waxing, Massage,

 

Gel 2 
Manicures, Pedicure,

Sienna spray tans, Micro 
needling and Dermaplaning

 
For appointments please 

call 07986 220685 or book 
through my Facebook page 

Lucie’s beauty room
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CHANGING PLACES 

As the saying goes: never work with children and animals. I think I 

must be a glutton for punishment as this year, I’ve moved from 

one to the other! 

Lockdown came at a good time for me. After 25 successful years 

as a teacher, I found that I was losing my passion for the job.  I had 

great support from friends and family who offered sensible and 

practical advice, particularly my wife Joanna who suggested that 

perhaps it was time for change.  At the start of the pandemic, in 

between home-schooling our two boys at home in Longparish, I 

offered to help out at Bere Mill Farm in Whitchurch doing local 

meat deliveries.   I also found myself doing general jobs on the 

farm like delivering lambs and moving sheep from field to field. 

Being outdoors was great; it gave me time to think about possible 

alternative career options. 

As with many food supply businesses during lockdown, things 

were getting busy at Bere Mill as online orders took off.   I’ve 

always been a bit of foodie and love cooking so I decided to offer 

some more help in the butchery.  I started by making burgers and 

found I loved it!  I developed some recipes of my own which sold 

well - the Greek burger with lamb and feta seems have become a 

popular repeat order. That was the ‘light bulb moment’ when I 

knew this was something I would love to do long term. 

However, a career change 

decision isn’t an easy one. There 

are lots of things to consider but, 

with support from all my family, I 

handed in my notice at school 

and embarked upon the 

opportunity to take up a butchering apprenticeship at Bere Mill.  I 

feel incredibly lucky: my new place of work sits right on the River 

Test surrounded by beautiful countryside and the grass-fed beef 

and lamb produced on the farm is incredible. The sausages are 

delicious and the burgers are amazing (perhaps I’m bit biased!).  

Three months into my apprenticeship, I couldn’t be happier! I am 

learning so much about butchery and we are now preparing for 

Christmas roasts and pigs in blankets – it’s busy and certainly a 

change from planning a Nativity play! 

I hope my story inspires everyone not 

to be afraid of trying something new 

and recognise that sometimes a 

complete change of direction in life is 

needed. Maybe not as big a change as 

‘deputy head teacher to apprentice 

butcher’ but a change is a change and if 

it makes us happy and fulfilled…it’s 

worth doing.             David Roebuck  

beremillfarm.co.uk 

 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
      YEW  COTTAGE  BED  AND  BREAKFAST 

We wish everyone a 

Happy and Healthy 

Christmas! 

We have turned on our 

Christmas lights early 

this year to cheer you 

all up!                       

Rosie and Martin 

01264 720325 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

      LONGPARISH  GARDENING  CLUB       

The Longparish Gardening Club wish everyone a Very Happy 

and Peaceful Christmas and hope that we can all meet again 

early in 2021. 

Our first meeting should be Tuesday, 26th January and new 

members are always welcome from within our combined 

Parishes. 

Rosie Lowry 01264 720325  rosie@yewcottagelongparish.com Or 
Marion Bell 01264 720205 

 

 

News from The Cricketers Inn 

A big thank you to all who have supported the weekend 
takeaway service through this lockdown, and we really 
look forward to seeing you all when we can reopen! 
(hopefully December 2nd). 
 
We will reopen all ready for the run up to Christmas, 
festively decorated, and with our Christmas set menu 
alongside our normal menu. It is difficult to plan any sort 
of "Chrismassy things" so do keep an eye out for 
posters and social media posts announcing anything we 
are allowed to do!  
 
"Steak Night" will continue each Monday and Tuesday 
evening throughout December. 

 
We will also be selling raffle tickets to win a British 
Bronze Turkey, to be drawn on Monday 23rd 
December. 
 
Please see the website and LCA Facebook page for 
details of our opening hours and Christmas menu! 

 
Matt and the team at The Cricketers Inn. 

 

http://www.beremillfarm.co.uk/
mailto:rosie@yewcottagelongparish.com


Country
Oak
Buildings

Specialising in:
Hand Made Oak Buildings

Garden Structures and Follies
Traditional Carpentry Techniques

Contact Nick  01962 776 217
Mobile 07919 987451

www.countryoakbuildings.co.uk

36 East Street, 
Andover, SP10 1ES
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Longparish Playground Update 

In 2018 the Parish Council commissioned a working party 

to assess and revitalise the Longparish playground. A 

recent ROSPA report had indicated that much of the 

equipment was no longer fit for purpose and did not meet 

current safety standards namely, the roundabout, skate 

ramp, the slide and the swings.    

The working party set about fundraising, gathering public 

opinion, interviewing school children and the wider 

community to ensure that we had captured as many 

opinions as possible to create an exciting environment for 

children to play and families to meet.  A natural wooden 

theme was chosen to blend into the beautiful rural 

surroundings.   

Designed with all children in mind, we have installed a 

wheelchair accessible roundabout, a fort with wide slide, 

swings including a tango and basket seat, a new springer 

and a zip wire, all set in a recycled rubber mulch surface.  

As well as dens underneath, the fort also includes a 

climbing wall, fire man’s pole, rope bridge and tall slide.    

So many people have supported the playground project in 

many different ways. The Working Party would like to 

thank everyone for your donations, your time, the grants, 

your support of fundraising events, and the sponsorship of 

benches and equipment. This could not have happened 

without your help and we are thrilled with the result! 

That said, due to limited funds, we were unable to 

incorporate a much-requested ping pong table.  The aim is 

to include this in phase two once life gets back to normal 

post Covid-19 and we can resume regular fundraising 

activities.    

Due to Covid restrictions we are unable to have a Grand 

Opening at this time, however we are hoping that in the 

Summer of 2021, we can have a big party to celebrate! 

A huge thank you to Green Play Project for all their hard 

work in making this happen.  Fingers crossed, by the time 

the December Hill and Valley is published, the fencing will 

be complete and the playground will be OPEN!    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Playground Project has been supported by Middleton 

Estate, TVBC, Vitacress Charitable Fund, Longparish 

Community Association, The Andrew Marshall Memorial 

Fund, Longparish Parish Council, Newport Recycling, Tool 

Station, St Nicolas Church and many, many generous 

families and friends of Longparish.  

 

     STOP PRESS!! 

The River Test Distillery 

are thrilled to announce that 

they have been awarded the 

very prestigious Masters 

Medal from 'The Spirits 

Business' Gin Masters for 

their London Dry Gin. 

“This is our second award    

in less than a year in 

production – we are 

ecstatic!” 

Jon and Sarah Nelson 

www.rivertestdistillery.co.uk 

100 club winners for October and November 
 
October    November 
1st Prize Ellen Hatto  1st Prize Rosie Lowry 
2nd Prize Jeanette Branfoot  2nd Prize Sid Bryant 
3rd Prize Ben and Christine Wrey 3rd Prize Adam and Emma Brett 
 
 
 

 

http://www.rivertestdistillery.co.uk/
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Hurstbourne Priors 
 

23 7pm - Take Away Burns Supper 
27 7.30pm - Parish Council meeting 

 
St Mary Bourne 
 

15 7.30pm - Parish Council Meeting - online 
 

 Saturday mornings 10.30am to 12.30pm 
 The Community Library 
 Village Centre Club Room 

 
Longparish 
 

14 Parish Council Meeting, 7.30pm, online 
18 Friday Lunch Club, 12 - 2.30m - Village Hall 
 COVID-19 rules permitting  
26 Mummers Play/Santa Dash 
 COVID-19 rules permitting 
 

26 Jan Gardening Club, COVID-19 rules permitting 
29 Jan Friday Lunch Club, 12 -2.30m, Village Hall 
 COVID-19 rules permitting 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
              Photo: ‘Hurstbourne Priors Snowdrops’ - Fiona Obert 
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Websites  * Hill & Valley pages on-line 
 

Hurstbourne Priors: 
Parish Council: www.hurstbournepriors-pc.org.uk * 
 

Longparish: 
Parish Council: www.longparish.org.uk * 
 

St Mary Bourne: 
Parish Council: www.stmarybourne-pc.gov.uk * 
Village Centre:  www.stmarybourne.co.uk  
Community Hub: www.stmarybourne.org  
 

The Bright Waters Benefice: www.brightwatersbenefice.com    

 
 Front cover photograph: Jane Rist 

 

Copy date for the February 2021 Hill & Valley edition: Wednesday 20th January 2021 
Your contributions - letters, pictures, comments or articles are always welcome. Contact your parish editor by the copy date. 

 

 

Winchester Charity Christmas 
Card Shop 

intends to reopen in December whenever the 
second lockdown ends. 

A full range of cards will be available from the 
shop at 155 High Street (the former Whittards 

shop). Do visit it if you can to get your 
Christmas Cards and to support charities at 

the same time. 
 

Hurstbourne Priors Village Hall: Mrs Anne Yeaman, e: hbpvillagehall@live.co.uk 
Longparish Village Hall: Mrs Jacqui Healey,  07748 322533, e: villagehall@longparish.org.uk 
Longparish Community Hall: During school open hours, Mrs Christine Leach  01264 720317 

St Mary Bourne Village Centre: Miss Angela Cook,  01264 738158, e: smbvillagecentre@btinternet.com 
The Village Halls remain closed for most bookings until further notice 

mailto:fenella.williams@btopenworld.com
mailto:pearlpritchard@outlook.com
mailto:tbremridge@gmail.com
mailto:m.widen@btinternet.com
mailto:m.widen@btinternet.com
http://www.andoverprinting.co.uk/
http://www.hurstbournepriors-pc.org.uk/
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file:///C:/Users/Michael/Documents/Michael/St%20Peter's%20Church/Parish%20Magazine/Diary%20Dates%202014/www.stmarybourne-pc.gov.uk
http://www.stmarybourne.co.uk/
http://www.stmarybourne.org/
http://www.brightwatersbenefice.com/
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mailto:villagehall@longparish.org.uk
mailto:smbvillagecentre@btinternet.com
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